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July 8, 2008

Theresa Carter
Assistant Commonwealth Attorney
County of Orange

| understand that you are in charge of prosecuting an animal cruelty case involving 31
Macaws. | am writing to urge you to insist that these birds be placed only in sanctuaries
accredited and certified by one of the national sanctuary associations: The American
Sanctuary Association or The Association of Sanctuaries.

The American Sanctuary Association (ASA) is an accrediting organization that requires
member sanctuaries to comply with a variety of high quality animal care standards and
housing requirements. Besides a detailed application process, in which we review
organizational qualifications such as financial stability, fundraising procedures, board
oversight, permits and licenses, organizational bylaws, educational materials and
veterinary references, we also visit all sanctuanies to assure that their facilities and
animal care merits our endorsement. In addition, ASA sanctuaries are not allowed to
breed, buy, sell or trade animals, or use them for commercial purposes. This last
restriction on breeding and selling animals is most important because it is here that most
exotic birds are exploited and abused. The Association of Sanctuaries has similar
policies and guidelines.

Exotic birds have become America’s third most popular “pet.” This has caused a
corresponding increase in the number of “surplus” and abandoned birds. Some species
have a very long life span and can easily outlive their owners. And, whether bred in
captivity or smuggled from their native habitat, exotic birds are wild animals with complex
emotional and social needs. This causes a variety of challenging behavior igsues that
are incompatible with human lifestyles. Consequently, each year thousands are
unsuspectingly sent to breeding facilities that masquerade as sanctuaries. Please don't
let this happen to these 31 Macaws.

The Central Virginia Parrot Sanctuary is one of our accredited sanctuary members. ASA
fully endorses this sanctuary as a suitable placement location. Other accredited bird
sanctuaries can be found by going to our web site, www.asasanctuaries.org, or the web
site of The Association of Sanctuaries, www.taosanctuaries.org.

Most sincerely,
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Vernon Weir

Director
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Tammy Quist, Third Vice President
The Wildcat Sanctuary




